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ACTS 1:1-11 
10/18/2020 
       

ABIDE 
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 1:1-11.  

• Read through the Teaching Plan, review the questions, read the Commentary, and 
familiarize yourself with the Learner Guide. Record your insights for personal 
reflection and application and use to interact with your group during the 
discussions. 

• Study the word “power” in the context of our passage. How is it associated with the 
Holy Spirit? 

• Compare Luke 24:36-52 with Acts 1:1-11. How do these passages support your 
understanding of Jesus’ mission and your role in that mission? 

LEAD 
• Help your group understand the relationship between the Holy Spirit’s power and 

the believer’s obedience in carrying out the Great Commission. 

• Ask a question from the Learner Guide so the group can share a prepared insight 
from their study this week. 

• Ask your group to share what needs to change in their lives in order to be 
passionate and effective witnesses for Christ. 

SHEPHERD 
• Connect with another group leader or your spiritual mentor so you can be discipled. 

• Disciple a member of your group this week. Review a previous lesson, answer 
questions, pray together—whatever that person needs to become more spiritually 
mature. 

• Pray for your group to focus on the Great Commission this week.
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Power 
ACTS 1:1-11 
10/18/2020 

MAIN POINT 
Christ commands and empowers His followers to be His witnesses. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 
small group guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

When was the last time you heard news that was so good you couldn’t wait to 
share it with others? What was the news, and who did you want to share it 
with first? 

Did you hesitate or wonder if you should have shared the good news? Why or 
why not? 

No news is better than the gospel, yet we often hesitate to live boldly and 
share this news with others. What are some of the factors that can make some 
Christians uncomfortable about sharing their faith with others? 

Jesus has come and accomplished redemption through His death and resurrection. 
Now we await His return from heaven, but God’s plan is not finished. This is the story 
of the Book of Acts. Jesus established and commissioned His followers to take His 
message to the rest of the world. Today we will see how we as the church of Jesus 
Christ fit into that plan, and what resources God has given us to accomplish His 
mission. 
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UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 1:1-5 

In your own words, what was Jesus’ mission? Read Luke 19:10 for insight. 

How does Luke 19:10 and the opening of the Book of Acts help you see 
where you and our church fit in Jesus’ mission? 

The main reason Jesus came to earth was not to teach. He came “to seek and to save 
the lost” (Luke 19:10). Luke knew that Jesus suffered and died on the cross as the 
satisfaction for sin. God then raised Him from the dead. Further, He also presented 
Himself alive to His apostles. Luke called Jesus’ resurrection appearances convincing 
proofs. Not one of the witnesses doubted that Jesus was raised from the dead to new 
life. Only a resurrected Lord could truly save from sin. 

Based on these verses in Acts, what can we conclude was Jesus’ purpose 
during the 40 days after His resurrection? What does that have to do with us 
2000 years later? 

During the 40 days after His resurrection and prior to His ascension, Jesus taught the 
disciples further about the kingdom of God and indicated they would be part of His 
mission to continue the things He had begun “to do and teach.” We need to know 
what Jesus did and taught about the kingdom of God so we can understand our own 
mission as witnesses for Him. 

What value, if any, might there have been in having the disciples wait for the 
promise of the Holy Spirit? Why did God not immediately send the Holy 
Spirit in Jesus’ place? 

Do you think the disciples found it easy or difficult to trust Jesus regarding 
the Holy Spirit? Why? 

Learning to wait on Jesus as He leads us is a difficult but essential lesson to learn as 
one of His disciples. Even when the wait is difficult, we can trust that God is working 
His plan for our life and He knows better than us what the right timing is to accomplish 
His purpose. Through His life, death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus proved Himself 
trustworthy and commands our faith. Following the proof of His resurrection and the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, Jesus explained to His disciples about the state of His 
kingdom and their responsibility as kingdom people. 
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 1:6-11 

As a disciple, what impact does Jesus’ mandate in Acts 1:8 have on you? 

According to Jesus in verse 8, what purpose does the power of the Holy 
Spirit serve? Why was the Spirit important for their mission? Why is He 
important for ours? 

Jesus connected the power to accomplish the commission He was giving with the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ disciples were to rely upon the power of the Holy 
Spirit to share the truth of the gospel locally and globally. The Spirit is the energy that 
enables us to overcome our fears and to fulfill what Jesus has asked us to do. 

What does it mean to be Jesus’ witness? What are we witnesses to? How 
can we be His witnesses today if we have never seen Him? 

Why are both our words and our actions essential parts of our witness for 
Christ? Are we witnesses if we never share our personal experiences with 
Jesus Christ? Why or why not? 

In a court of law, a witness is someone who has seen or experienced something and 
then tells others about it. In Christianity, a witness is someone who has experienced 
Jesus Christ through the gospel and then tells others about Him. But the witness must 
be communicated. 

In the Book of Acts, the apostles’ main role is bearing witness to the earthly ministry of 
Jesus, above all to the reality of His resurrection as eyewitnesses of the risen Christ (see 
2:32; 3:15; 10:39-41). We can testify not only from the biblical record, but from our own 
personal experience of what Jesus has done in our lives. 

What is the significance of the places named in verse 8? Starting from where 
we are today, what places might correspond to Jerusalem, Judea, and 
Samaria? 

How can we help fulfill Jesus’ command to be His witnesses to the ends of 
the earth even if we never travel beyond the borders of our nation? 

What was the significance of Jesus’ ascension (vv. 9-11)? What does this 
teach about Christ’s future coming? 

After giving His disciples the command in verse 8, Jesus ascended to heaven, and His 
earthly ministry came to an end. Jesus’ first disciples did not do the work of evangelism 
and making disciples in their own strength. The Holy Spirit empowered them with 
courage, love, and joy. In the same way, He empowers us today. 



 

 Page 5 of 8 

The angels confirmed that the same Jesus who was taken from them would come back 
in the same way: visibly, bodily, and with the clouds of glory. In the meantime, the 
disciples were to be busy with His commission. Thus, the fact of the end times, 
including Christ’s return, was affirmed, even though the time was still unstated. This 
was a mandate for all, including believers today, to stop gazing and get to work being 
on mission with God. 

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives. 

What would change if we saw ourselves (first and foremost) as those sent by 
God on His mission? 

Based on our study today, why would you say it is essential to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit?  

How can our church reach people with the gospel to the ends of the earth? 
What part will you play? Begin praying today for how God wants to use you. 

PRAYER 
Pray that in the midst of your roles that encompass family, work, and social contacts, 
you will be empowered by the Holy Spirit to reap the harvest. Pray for the willingness 
to participate in God’s mission globally in any way He sees fit. Give thanks to God for 
choosing to involve you in the expansion of His Kingdom. 

COMMENTARY 
ACTS 1:1-11 

1:1-3a. Book dedications were common among the Greeks. Luke had dedicated his 
Gospel to his Greek-speaking friend Theophilus (see Luke 1:3). He continues his 
contact with Theophilus to complete the story from the birth of Christ to the 
establishment of the church all around the Mediterranean world. Immediately he 
emphasizes key ideas of his book: the command to witness; the role of the apostles; 
the significance of the Holy Spirit; and his literary launching pad, the ascension of the 
Lord. Luke connects Acts to his Gospel with the simple words “after His suffering.” He 
refused to point to the resurrected, glorious, ascended Lord without pointing to the 
suffering Servant. 
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During the forty days that separated the resurrection and the ascension, Jesus further 
taught the disciples, preparing them to lead the early church. This is the only New 
Testament reference to these postresurrection days. You will probably find it helpful to 
read at least the last chapter of Luke to get a feel for how Luke makes the transition 
into this second letter to Theophilus. To lead, they first had to be convinced that death 
had turned to life. During this time, He gave many convincing proofs that He was alive 
and spoke about the kingdom of God. 

1:3b. What did Jesus say during these question sessions? From everything we know, 
He used the Old Testament to emphasize that He was the Messiah Israel expected. 
Now He would turn the reins of responsibility over to the apostles and other believers. 
Jesus’ life on earth was finished, but His work had only begun; the disciples now 
assumed the responsibility to carry on Jesus’ work. We should never forget the full title 
of this book—“Acts of the Apostles”—though many have suggested it could more 
properly be titled “The Continuing Acts of Jesus Christ through the Apostles.” 

Luke uses the phrase “kingdom of God” throughout Acts as a summary for God’s work 
in the world. We should not confuse it with references either in the Old Testament or in 
other New Testament books. Jesus’ teaching did not center on prophecy alone but on 
the ongoing role of the King on earth through His people. 

1:4-5. What would these disciples do after the Lord left them? The first command was 
to wait. They were not to engage in ministry until they had been empowered by the 
gift God promised. As we read words like this in the Bible, we’re reminded of the great 
history of the church that has preceded us and the resources He has provided to 
continue that heritage. 

Jesus taught the disciples, the disciples taught people of their generation, who taught 
others, until today you and I have both the opportunity and responsibility to enjoy the 
gift and to tell others about it. In this case the gift is not just the gospel in general, but 
the specific coming of the Holy Spirit. This was not a new theme. Jesus had talked 
about it in John 14:16-21; 15:26-27; 16:7-15. 

Believers are somewhat divided on the terminology “baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
Certainly, Luke had in view that as the New Testament church got under way, Spirit 
baptism placed believers into that group of believers the New Testament calls the 
body of Christ. Throughout the Book of Acts, we will see different reactions when 
people receive the Holy Spirit, so we should not conclude that any one particular 
pattern is the only way God deals with us. The coming of the Holy Spirit took place ten 
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days after Jesus’ ascension, at which time the believers experienced the same power in 
which Jesus carried out His ministry. 

1:6-7. The disciples’ question revived their political goals, an ideal they could never 
quite stifle. Throughout the Gospels they wanted Jesus to throw off the iron hand of 
Rome, tell the nation He was their Messiah, and set up the kingdom. Surely now that 
He had risen from the dead and instructed his troops, it was time for the rebellion to 
begin. The Lord’s answer offers a warning Christians have not heeded very well for 
almost two thousand years: It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 
set by His own authority (v. 7). The fact of that return is absolute. The time was not 
revealed to Jesus’ own disciples at the time of the ascension, and it will never be 
known by any human until the Lord comes again, regardless of what someone may 
claim. We can’t criticize the disciples too much, however, because the Old Testament 
links Spirit baptism with the coming kingdom (see Isa. 32:15-20; Ezek. 39:28-29; Joel 
2:28–3:1). The Lord did not deny the kingdom is coming but only warned the disciples 
that God’s schedule is none of their business. 

1:8. Some have suggested that this key verse of our book may contain a threefold table 
of contents: “Jerusalem,” Acts 2:42–8:3; “Judea” and “Samaria,” Acts 8:4–12:24; ends 
of the earth, Acts 12:25–28:31. We cannot know if Luke had that kind of division in 
mind, but the book unfolds in a fascinating manner somewhat along that pattern. 
Notice that the call to witness is not limited to any select group of people, since it 
spreads from the apostles to the 120 believers and on throughout the pages of Acts. 
Nor can we restrict it only to service in our own churches or to some kind of 
“professional ministry.” Every believer should be a “world Christian,” able to function 
for the Savior from the other side of the street to the other side of the world. 

1:9-10. Here we find the seven last words of Christ on earth: “and to the ends of the 
earth.” Immediately after uttering those words, He ascended and was hidden by a 
cloud, even as they watched. The concept of a cloud linked with God is a common Old 
Testament theme (see Exod. 13:21; Ps. 68:4; Isa. 19:1; Dan. 7:13). We refer to it as the 
Shekinah glory explained in Ezekiel 11:14-25. This account elaborates on Luke’s earlier 
report to Theophilus. The two men who announced this great event in history were 
angels. Angels taking the form of men was hardly unknown, even in New Testament 
times (see Matt. 28:2-3; John 20:12; Luke 24:4). Picture the disciples standing in fear 
and awe “looking intently,” a phrase which appears fourteen times in the New 
Testament, twelve of them in Luke through Acts. We know this was the eleventh 
appearance of the Lord after His resurrection and that the ascension took place on the 
Mount of Olives in the vicinity of Bethany (see Luke 24:45-53). 
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1:11. These disciples were literally men of Galilee, citizens of the northern portion of 
Israel. The angelic question took on special poignancy in the light of the Lord’s 
command; but rather than scolding, the angel assured the disciples that Jesus would 
return. Let’s not miss the emphasis of Luke’s specific words: “This Jesus … will come in 
the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.” Not some different Jesus, but a 
literal, physical, resurrected Savior would return. The Jesus they knew and loved would 
come again to earth just as He ascended from earth. Other New Testament passages 
such as 1 Thessalonians 4–5 explain the details more fully. Why would the Lord return 
to heaven? Why did He continuously say to the disciples that His exit was essential to 
the Holy Spirit’s entrance? Certainly, it fits God’s plan and purpose, and that reason 
alone would be enough. We can also see some practical things. The second coming 
has no appeal for unbelievers, only for believers. With Jesus in heaven, we must live 
our lives by faith and turn our hearts and vision upward and forward. During the time 
He is there, and we are here, He serves as our heavenly intercessor and advocate—an 
encouraging thought in our efforts to live and witness for Him. 

 


